Recipients: middle school students, third graders

[lesson title in bold] CARAVAGGIO
[bookmark: _GoBack][please use as illustration of this part of the lesson the image named “Portrait” in the folder] 
[text of the lesson: please keep the words in bold as they appear here] Michelangelo Merisi, known as Caravaggio, was a brilliant, irascible and outside the box painter. Born in Milan, he soon moved to Rome where he became famous for his art, but also for his fights that eventually led him to the killing of a man. 
According to Caravaggio all nature was important, even the less harmonious and the imperfect elements. Everything had to be included in his paintings to give the sensation of extreme realism. An example is the famous still-life painting, Basket of Fruit, in which there are a rotten apple and vine leaves crumpled on themselves to represent the passing of time. Another important element of his art is the light that breaks darkness and illuminates the protagonists, thus creating strong chiaroscuro effects. 

[title in bold] EXERCISE
After the murder, Caravaggio has to leave Rome. Where did he go? Find on the map the location of three of his works in order to trace his travel. 
1) Sette opere di misericordia (1606-7):   ___________________________
2) Decollazione di San Giovanni Battista (1608):   ___________________________
3) Resurrezione di Lazzaro (1609):   ___________________________
[[Keys: 1-Naples; 2-Malta; 3-Sicily. Please add next to this exercise the image named “map” in the folder: would it be possible to draw a line from the given answer to the spot on the map corresponding to the solution?]]

[lesson title in bold] THE CALLING OF SAINT MATTHEW
[please use as illustration of this part of the lesson the image named “Matthew” in the folder] Inside the Contarelli chapel, in the Roman church of S. Luigi dei Francesi, there are three great works by Caravaggio dedicated to St. Matthew. One of them represents the moment of Jesus’ calling to his apostle. Caravaggio shows us the character not only through Jesus’ gesture, but also through a ray of light that illuminates the scene from the right. To create this work, he used several models that he portrayed with clothes of his epoch, thus creating a contrast with Jesus and Peter’s clothing. 

[title in bold] EXERCISE
True or false?
1) The Vocation of St. Matthew is in the Cerasi chapel   T   F
2) Two big works are dedicated to St. Matthew   T   F
3) The protagonist is highlighted by a strong ray   T   F
4) Caravaggio often used models   T   F
5) All characters are dressed in the same way    T   F
[[Keys: 1-F; 2-F; 3-T; 4-T; 5-F]]
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