Recipients: middle school students, third graders

[lesson title in bold] THE PANTHEON
[please use as illustration of this part of the lesson the image named “Pantheon” in the folder]
[text of the lesson: please keep the words in bold as they appear here] The Pantheon, the temple dedicated to all gods, is one of the greatest buildings of ancient Rome. It was built under Hadrian between 112 and 124 A.D. on the foundations of a previous building, as it is reminded by the inscription to Agrippa on the frieze. 
It consists of a single room of circular plan, covered by a hemispherical dome and preceded by an entrance with a triangular fronton, supported by majestic columns. The circular room is really particular because its height is equal to the diameter: indeed, it could be possible to insert a perfect sphere inside of it!
[please use as illustration of this part of the lesson the image named “Sphere” in the folder]
The dome, the biggest in the world until the creation of Brunelleschi’s one in Santa Maria del Fiore, is characterized by a single block whose thickness and weight are more and more reduced towards the top. This choice, made for static reasons, was made possible thanks to the presence of ceiling coffers, trapezoidal coffers carved into the dome, and to the use of lighter materials. Another characterizing element is the large central oculus, that is a circular window of 9-meters diameter.

[title in bold] EXERCISE
True or false?
1) The Pantheon was built by Agrippa   T   F
2) The temple is dedicated to Zeus, the most important god   T   F
3) A perfect sphere can be included in the building   T   F
4) Brunelleschi’s dome is bigger than the Pantheon’s   T   F
5) The ceiling coffers add weight to the dome   T   F
[[Keys: 1-F; 2-F; 3-T; 4-T; 5-F]]

[lesson title in bold] THE PANTHEON OVER THE CENTURIES
[please use as illustration of this part of the lesson the image named “Inner” in the folder]
[text of the lesson: please keep the words in bold as they appear here] The Pantheon came to us practically intact, not only for the excellent Roman construction techniques, but also because, starting from 609, it was transformed into a Christian church by pope Boniface IV. The remains of several martyrs were immediately brought to its basement. 
Since the Renaissance many eminent men had the honour of being buried inside of it. 
Every year the ancient ceremony of the rain of red rose petals, that descend from the oculus to the floor of the Pantheon, is renovated. This event occurs on every Pentecost to remember the descent of the Holy Spirit. 

[title in bold] EXERCISE
As we said, in the Pantheon we can find several important tombs. Among them, underline the name of the artists and encircle those of rulers.
Umberto I di Savoia
Annibale Carracci
Jacopo Barozzi da Vignola
Vittorio Emanuele II di Savoia
Raffaello
Margherita di Savoia
[[Keys: artists to be underlined Raffaello, Annibale Carracci, Jacopo Barozzi da Vignola; rulers to be encircled Umberto I di Savoia, Vittorio Emanuele II di Savoia, Margherita di Savoia]]
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