Recipients: middle school students, third graders

[lesson title in bold] BERNINI
[please use as illustration of this part of the lesson the image named “Bernini_1” in the folder]
[text of the lesson: please keep the words in bold as they appear here] Baroque is an artistic movement that aims to amaze the viewer through spectacular "tricks", strong dynamism and emotional involvement. One of the greatest exponents in Italy was the sculptor and architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini. The pope and several cardinals were his clients as they hoped, through his art, to bring the faithful closer to the Church after the Lutheran Reformation.
Bernini had a great rival in Rome: Borromini. They clashed with chisels, often working very close to each other. According to legends, the competition between the two can also be read through some details of their works.

[title in bold] EXERCISE
Choose the correct answer:
1) What is a feature of Baroque?
a- moderation
b- dynamism
c- symbolism
2) What was the reason for the pope’s artistic commitment?
a- decorate his palace
b- offer a gift to the Cardinals
c- move the faithfuls closer to the Church
3) Which artists were in conflict?
a- Bernini/Borromini
b- Bernini/Brunelleschi
c- Borromini/Botticelli
[[Keys: 1-b; 2-c; 3-a]]


[lesson title in bold] A THEATER OR A CHURCH?
[please use as illustration of this part of the lesson the image named “Bernini_2” in the folder]
[text of the lesson: please keep the words in bold as they appear here] In the Roman church of St. Maria della Vittoria there is one of Bernini's most extraordinary works, namely the Ecstasy of Saint Teresa. The saint is represented precisely when her divine love, symbolized by an angel holding a dart in his hand, hits her in the heart. The perfection of the figures and the movement given by the drapery are only part of the beauty of this work, which is also made up of other elements.
[please use as illustration of this part of the lesson the image named “Bernini_3” in the folder]
First of all, the divine light sculpted through golden rays to which are added the solar rays, penetrating through a window hidden from the view. In this way Bernini amazes the viewer, keeping him open-mouthed. The masterpiece is rounded off by the two side boxes which, like in a theater, contain the Cornaro family, commissioner of the work, who admire and react to the religious and artistic spectacle.

[title in bold] EXERCISE
True or false?
1) Bernini belongs to Romanticism   T   F
2) The pope commissioned severals works to Bernini   T   F
3) The Ecstasy of St. Teresa is in St. Peter   T   F
4) The saint is hit by a golden ray   T   F
5) The Cornaros commissioned the work   T   F
[[Keys: 1- F; 2-T; 3- F; 4- F; 5-T]]
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